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With the development of international law, different kinds of international 
tribunals have been established and have been playing more and more important 
roles in the peaceful settlement of international disputes. Since more complex 
cases have been brought to international tribunals, the problems concerning the 
rule of evidence attract more attention than before. The rule of evidence would 
significantly influence a trial and its judgment rather than affect the procedure. 
Therefore the rule of evidence in international law is worthy of research and 
consideration. After studying the basic knowledge about the rule of evidence in 
international law and the practice in different international tribunals, the writer 
hereof intents to discuss several legal aspects of the rules of confidential 
evidence before international tribunals such as its content, the cause of 
formation, the problem on the balance of interests, and its future.  
This essay consists of three chapters in addition to Preface and Conclusion. 
Chapter One clarifies the objects, i.e. international tribunals and the 
confidential evidence. This chapter also discusses the main basic concepts and 
the general principles in the rule of evidence in international law. And in the 
discussion special emphasis is laid on the parts related to the confidential 
evidence. 
Chapter Two discusses the rules of confidential evidence before different 
international tribunals by studying the statutes, rules and practice of each 
tribunal. International tribunals are divided into four kinds, i.e. general 
international tribunals, international criminal tribunals, international human 
rights tribunals and international administrative tribunals. 
Chapter Three comprises the analysis and conclusion about the rules of 
confidential evidence before international tribunals. Firstly, there are rules 















procedure and measures for protecting the confidentiality and the consequence 
of noncooperation. Secondly, the formation of the rules is generally caused by 
the jurisdiction of international tribunals, the mixed legal system, and the 
complexity of the cases. Thirdly, the balance of interests by the international 
tribunals will be discussed. Finally, the future of the rules of the confidential 
evidence will be predicted. The author suggests that international tribunals 
should learn from each other and elaborate more detailed and specific rules of 
confidential evidence, for helping to settle the cases and developing the rule of 
evidence in international law. 
 
















PCIJ Permanent Court of International Justice 
常设国际法院 
ICJ International Court of Justice 
国际法院 
ICTY International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia 
前南斯拉夫国际刑事法庭 
ICTR International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
卢旺达国际刑事法庭 
ICC International Criminal Court 
国际刑事法院 
ECHR European Court of Human Rights 
欧洲人权法院 





















UNAT United Nations Administrative Tribunal 
联合国行政法庭 
WBAT World Bank Administrative Tribunal 
世界银行行政法庭 
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